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The oldest university in the 
western world

1088

Alma Mater Studiorum - UnIversità di Bologna
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FREEDOM OF 

RESEARCH

THE BIRTH OF THE 

UNIVERSITY

ONE CITY, 

MANY NATIONS

BROADENING THE 

HORIZONS OF 

KNOWLEDGE

FROM BOLOGNA TO THE WORLD, FROM THE WORLD TO 

BOLOGNA

1088
XII CENTURY

XIII CENTURY

XIV-XV 

CENTURIES

XVI-XVII 

CENTURIES

NEW 

CHALLENGES

THE MOTHER OF 

ALL UNIVERSITIES
AN INTERNATIONAL 

AGREEMENT

1999 BOLOGNA 

PROCESS

THE UNIVERSITY 

LOOKS TO THE 

FUTURE

1888

XX CENTURY

1988

1999

2016

20th ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE BOLOGNA 

PROCESS

2019

FROM 1088 TO THE FUTURE

The rectors of 500 European Universities met in Bologna to sign the Magna Charta Universitatum to 

confirm the essential values and authonomy of universities

Creation of a common 

EU Higher Education

area
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The University of Bologna continues to lead in attracting international students, with a 23.1%
increase (compared to +11% last year). Notable growth has been recorded from China (+27%),
Turkey (+43%), Russia (+8%), Pakistan (+172.2%), and Turkey (+43.1%), as well as from European
countries, including Germany (+50%), Belgium (+253%), Spain (+143%), and Romania (+24%).

26,748 new students have
enrolled at the University of
Bologna for the 2024/2025
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MISSION

Promoting knowledge and scientific culture
in agricultural and food sciences

by advanced research

Department of Agricultural
and Food Sciences 
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DISTAL
Born in 2018 as an integrated organisation incorporating all the teaching and research
activities of the agricultural area of the University of Bologna

Agriculture & Forestry: 
UNIBO 1st out of 21 
Italian Universities

Distal won projects “Department of Excellence 2018-2022 ”
and “Department of Excellence 2023-2027 ” (awards funded
by MUR - Ministry of University and Research)

https://distal.unibo.it/en/department/awards-and-recognitions/qs-world-university-rankings-by-subject
https://distal.unibo.it/en/department/awards-and-recognitions/mur-department-of-excellence-2023-2027
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DISTAL SPACES

Research labs
31 for about 5.000 m2

Teaching labs
about 1.000 m2

Computer classrooms
about 200 m2

Classrooms
more than 2.000 m2

Shade structures
more than 100 m2

Greenhouse
more than 2.000 m2

Green areas
more than 7.000 m2

Study/lunch rooms
about 400 m2
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DISTAL
LOCATIONS
Two main headquarters in: 

Bologna (BO)
Cesena (FC)

Other teaching and research 
activities in:

Ozzano (BO)
Cadriano (BO)

Imola (BO)
Tebano (RA)



14

PEOPLE (2024)

Teaching
staff
≈ 174

Full

professors

40

74

60

Assistant 
professors

Associate 
professors

Technicians & 
Administrativ

e staff
≈ 124

4

46

74

Technicians

Administrative
staff

General

staff

≈ 500

Postdoc 
researchers

≈ 131

https://distal.unibo.it/en/department/people/faculty
https://distal.unibo.it/en/department/people/@@not_translated_yet?orig_lang=it&tg=b42ac539ac6c4dfbb44b4b8ed68cf994
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STUDENTS ENROLLED (A.Y. 2023/24)

1.622
Bachelor

(702 new careers)

566
Master

196
PhD

182

12

1

1

PhD Course -

Agricultural, 

Environmental and 

Food Science and 
Technology (STAAA)

PhD Course -
Health, Safety and 

Green Systems

PhD Course - Innovative 

Technologies and Sustainable 
Use of Mediterranean Sea 

Fishery and Biological Resources 

(FishMed-PhD)

PhD Course - Future 
Earth, Climate

Change and Societal 

Challenges

https://phd.unibo.it/agricultural-environmental-food-sci-technology/en/phd-programme
https://phd.unibo.it/agricultural-environmental-food-sci-technology/en/phd-programme
https://phd.unibo.it/healthsafetygreensystems/en
https://phd.unibo.it/healthsafetygreensystems/en
https://www.unibo.it/en/study/phd-professional-masters-specialisation-schools-and-other-programmes/phd/2022-2023/innovative-technologies-and-sustainable-use-of-mediterranean-sea-fishery-and-biological-resources-fishmed-phd
https://www.unibo.it/en/study/phd-professional-masters-specialisation-schools-and-other-programmes/phd/2022-2023/innovative-technologies-and-sustainable-use-of-mediterranean-sea-fishery-and-biological-resources-fishmed-phd
https://www.unibo.it/en/study/phd-professional-masters-specialisation-schools-and-other-programmes/phd/2022-2023/future-earth-climate-change-and-societal-challenges#:~:text=The%20PhD%20focuses%20on%20earth,with%20the%20Sustainable%20Development%20Goals.
https://www.unibo.it/en/study/phd-professional-masters-specialisation-schools-and-other-programmes/phd/2022-2023/future-earth-climate-change-and-societal-challenges#:~:text=The%20PhD%20focuses%20on%20earth,with%20the%20Sustainable%20Development%20Goals.
https://www.unibo.it/en/study/phd-professional-masters-specialisation-schools-and-other-programmes/phd/2022-2023/future-earth-climate-change-and-societal-challenges#:~:text=The%20PhD%20focuses%20on%20earth,with%20the%20Sustainable%20Development%20Goals.
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TEACHING PROGRAMMES

7
Master's degree

programmes

4
PhD

programmes

8
Bachelor's degree

programmes
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8 BACHELOR’S DEGREE
PROGRAMMES

At Bologna campus Agricultural Technology

Animal Production

Land and Agro-Forestry Technologies

Marketing and Economics of the Agro-Industrial System

At Imola campus Sciences and Technologies for Green and Landscape

At Cesena campus Food Technology

Sciences and Culture of Gastronomy

Viticulture and Enology

https://corsi.unibo.it/1cycle/AgriculturalTechnology
https://corsi.unibo.it/1cycle/AnimalProduction
https://corsi.unibo.it/1cycle/LandAgroforestrySciences
https://corsi.unibo.it/1cycle/MarketingEconomicsAgroSystem
https://corsi.unibo.it/1cycle/PlantsLandscapeProtection
https://corsi.unibo.it/1cycle/FoodTechnology
https://corsi.unibo.it/1cycle/GastronomySciencesCulture
https://corsi.unibo.it/1cycle/ViticultureEnology
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7 MASTER’S DEGREE
PROGRAMMES 

At Bologna campus Agricultural Sciences and Technologies

Food Safety and Food Risk Management

International Horticultural Science

Planning and management of forest territory, landscape and environment

Precise and Sustainable Agriculture

At Imola campus Plant and agricultural biotechnology

At Cesena campus Food Science and Technology

https://corsi.unibo.it/2cycle/AgriculturalSciences
https://corsi.unibo.it/2cycle/food-safety-risk-management
https://corsi.unibo.it/2cycle/InternationalHorticulturalScience
https://corsi.unibo.it/2cycle/LandscapePlanningManagement
https://corsi.unibo.it/2cycle/PreciseSustainableAgriculture
https://corsi.unibo.it/2cycle/PlantAgriculturalBiotechnology
https://corsi.unibo.it/2cycle/FoodScienceTechnology
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• Agronomy and field, vegetable, 
ornamental crops

• Agricultural and food economics

• Agricultural chemistry, pedology 
and agricultural genetics

• Agricultural engineering

• Agro-environmental and food 
microbiology

• Animal sciences

• Chemistry, biochemistry and botany

• Food science and technology

• Fruit tree and woody plant sciences

• Plant pathology and entomology
10

RESEARCH 
AREAS

https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/agronomy-and-field-vegetable-ornamental-crops
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/agricultural-and-food-economics
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/agricultural-chemistry-pedology-and-agricultural-genetics
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/agricultural-engineering
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/agro-environmental-and-food-microbiology
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/animal-sciences
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/chemistry-biochemistry-and-botany
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/food-science-and-technology
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/fruit-tree-and-woody-plant-sciences
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-areas/plant-pathology-and-entomology
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31 RESEARCH LABS
• Agricultural garden | Greenhouse complexes  | Growth chambers
• Phytotrons & Plant Physiology Labs
• Agri-environmental Microbiology labs
• Agricultural Chemistry and Pedology Labs
• Animal Production Quality and Food Safety labs
• Experimental Economics in Agriculture, Food, Environment | FARE-La
• Applied research and food formulation | RAFA
• Enology, Beverages and Sensory Analysis | LEBS
• Nutritional Biochemistry Labs
• Chemistry, instrumental and sensory analysis of food | LACASS
• Seed Research and Testing | LaRAS
• Mycology and Applied Botany | LAMBA
• Agricultural mechanics Labs
• Food Characterization and Food Technologies | LCTA

https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/the-agricultural-garden
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/buscob
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/laboratory-of-experimental-economics-in-agriculture-food-environment-fare-lab
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/buscob
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/laboratory-of-applied-research-and-food-formulation-rafa
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/buscob
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/laboratory-of-enology-beverages-and-sensory-analysis-lebs
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/buscob
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/laboratory-of-chemistry-instrumental-and-sensory-analysis-of-food-lacass
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/buscob
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/seed-research-and-testing-laboratory-laras
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/buscob
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/buscob
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-laboratories/laboratory-of-food-characterization-and-food-technologies-lcta
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9 MULTIDISCIPLINARY THEMATIC GROUPS

Water & agriculture

Agriculture & climate 
change

Precision agriculture

Apidology & apiculture

Genetic resources

Soil health

Plant health

Big data

Circular bioeconomy

https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-groups/gti-water
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-groups/gti-agriculture-and-climate-change
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-groups/gti-precision-agriculture
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-groups/gti-apidology-and-apiculture
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-groups/gti-genetic-resources
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-groups/gti-soil
https://distal.unibo.it/en/research/research-groups/gti-plant-health
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COORDINATED H2020 & HEU PROJECTS 

YEAR No. of 
project

Total funding 
(Ml €)

2014 1 0.434

2015 10 3.390

2016 8 3.879

2017 8 2.423

2018 6 1.555

2019 6 3.722

2020 3 2.118

2021 1 0.192

2022 1 1.285

2014 - 2022 44 17.448

• 79 EU-funded project (H2020,HEU,KIC, PRIMA
Sec. 1, etc.), 18 coordinated projects, over

24,9M € of Grant for the Department;

• 22 International projects with EU and
international dimension (JPI, PRIMA Sec. 2, EJP,

etc.), 6 coordinated projects, over 3M € grant;

• 53 nationally funded projects, 12 coordinated

projects, over 5M€ grant

• 85 minor projects from Regional and local
funding agencies (public and provate), ofr over

3,5M € grant

DISTAL competitive projects won since 2022
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AZIENDA AGRICOLA A.U.B.
The Farmhouse

University of Bologna Farmhouse - A.U.B.

A.U.B. (unibo.it)

The farmhouse supports teaching, research and

testing activities, and the management and the

enhancement of the University's land assets.

Main features:

• Technological platform

• Living Lab

https://site.unibo.it/azienda-agraria/it
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Third Mission

• 25 Patent Families for a total of 83 patents
• 34 plant breeders rights (link)
• 3 Spin-off

Laboratories and structures accredited at national and international 

level allow a constant alignment with the industrial world and 

financing through projects andactivities on behalf of third parties.

Fingerprinting Service of plant material for its discrimination and/or 

identification (fingerprinting). The laboratories are accredited by the 

Emilia-Romagna Region for DNA molecular analysis.

https://distal.unibo.it/en/university-outreach/businesses/@@not_translated_yet?orig_lang=it&tg=f85bbe7ee8b447ba950dbf0d5bc813cd
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Third Mission

LaRAS - Seed Research and Analysis Laboratory

The laboratory is authorized to perform analysis for the application of 

seed regulations. 

The Laras performs on request the following service activities for 

public bodies and private entities (seed companies, multiplier 

farmers, food industry, etc.):

• Official sampling service of seed lots, especially those intended for 

export

• Seed quality analysis services

• Physical analysis

• Physiological analysis

• Genetic analysis

• Technical consultancy service on specific issues related to seeds.
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INTERNATIONAL 
DIMENSION
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DISTAL
25 Active sector agreements

Samarkand - June 2022
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INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY WITHIN THE 
ERASMUS+ PROGRAMME

A.Y. No. active Erasmus+ 
agreements

2019/2020 49

2020/2021 35

2021/2022 67

2022/2023 62

International agreements with at least one 
incoming or outgoing mobility of students or staff 
in indicated academic years (A.Y.)

Bilateral agreements for Erasmus+ programme KA1, 
mobility for students and staffs



➢ 2009 → Prof. Bruno Marangoni leaded a team of agronomists from UNIBO to study of modern and past agro-
technologies in the Samarkand region

➢ 2010 → bachelor thesis on viticulture in the Samarkand region - Michele Bonvicini, DISTAL-UNIBO

➢ September 2017 → Moreno Toselli and Diana Di Gioia were invited to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the 
Samarkand State University  foundation. A sector agreement in agricultural disciplines was discussed (signed in 
December 2017 and renewed in 2022). 

➢ February 2020 → the SHARQ project started within the framework of “Innovative Projects in International 
Cooperation” of the University of Bologna

- May 2022: Summer School in Samarkand (ENVIRONMENT AND ARCHAEOLOGY: LINKING THE PAST AND THE 
FUTURE FOR A SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SAMARKAND TERRITORY) 

- October 2022: visit of the Samarkand delegation to Bologna

➢ 2023 →Two professors from DISTAL (including Elena Baldi) were hosted by Samarkand State University for teaching

➢ 2023 → the Erasmus+ International Credit Mobility (ICM) program (Key Action 1, Learning mobility for higher 
education students and staff ) involving DISTAL and Samarkand State University was approved. Mobility of 4 Uzbekistan 
students, 2 PhD students and 1 professor to UNIBO, along with 3 teaching staff members moving from UNIBO to 
SamSU (mobility already implemented by Daniele Alberoni)

➢ 2025 → HEMUA

OUR INTEREST IN UZBECHISTAN and in the 
HEMUA PROJECT 



Samarkand, 2017



“ENVIRONMENT AND ARCHAEOLOGY: LINKING THE 
PAST AND THE FUTURE FOR A SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE SAMARKAND TERRITORY”

Moreno Toselli, Diana Di Gioia
Department of Agricultural and Food Science (DISTAL), University of Bologna (UNIBO)

SHARQ

Simone Mantellini, Antonio Curci
Department of History and Cultures (DISCI), University of Bologna (UNIBO)



Samarkand, 2022



Samarkand, 

2022



Samarkand, 

2022



www.unibo.it

Diana Di Gioia

Department of Agricultural and Food Science

Viale Fanin 44, 40127 Bologna. Italy

diana.digioia@unibo.it


